receive neither her father nor her sisters, nor can my wife
receive visits from her sons or grand-children. I discount the
fact that the former could have gone out if she resented the
restrictions. I know too that my son Ramdas was permitted to
visit his mother when she was very ill. I do not understand this
denial of ordinary rights of prisoners. I can understand the
restrictions against me by reason of the Government's special
displeasure against me. But the restrictions against others it is
^difficult to understand, unless it be that the Government do not
^rust those who are put in charge of us. On any other basis it is
difficult to understand why the Superintendent of the Camp or
even the Inspector General cannot deal with the wires* of the
nature I have referred to and with the visitors who may be
permitted to visit the co-detenus.

I request early relief."

M. K. Gandhi
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Detention Camp,
January 27th, 1944

Sir,

Some days ago Shri Kasturba Gandhi told the Inspector
General of Prisons and Col. Shah that Dr. Dinshah Mehta of
Poona be invited to assist in her treatment. Nothing seems to
have come out of her request. She has become insistent now and
asked me if I had written to the Government in the matter. I
therefore ask for immediate permission to bring in Dr. Mehta.
She has also told me and my son that she would like to have

Cme Ayurvedic physician to see her. I suggest that the I. G. P.
i authorized to permit such assistance when requested.

I have no reply as yet to my request that Shri Kami Gandhi,
who is being permitted to visit the patient every alternate day,
be allowed to remain in the camp as a whole time nurse. The
patient shows no signs of recovery and night nursing
is becoming more and more exacting. Kanu Gandhi is an ideal
nurse, having nursed the patient before. And what is more, he
can soothe her by giving her instrumental music and by singing
ajans. I request early relief to relieve the existing pressure.
The matter may be treated as very urgent.

*Reference is to a wire to Dr. Sushila Nayyar about the death of
her sister-in-law which was delivered after a delay of one month.
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